For the subject of his picture Copley chose the dramatic scene when the shark, which has already devoured Watson's leg, is returning to finish its victim. From a near-by boat two men reach out in vain toward the agonized youth and a rope thrown to him dangles useless in the water. At this critical moment, a resolute figure, poised heroically at the bow, plunges his harpoon into the monster and saves the boy from death. Sir Brook's canvas was a vast one, measuring six feet by seven and a half, and one wonders that he should have wished to own so emphatic and graphic a reminder of such an unpleasant experience. 
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